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Important People 

              Ernest Shackleton 

Ernest Shackleton was a polar explorer. He 

led three British expeditions to the Antarctic. 

Before he led the three missions, he had 

already visited the Antarctic, but was sent 

home as he was ill. In 1912 the Norwegian 

explorer Roald Amundsen became the leader 

of the first group to reach the South Pole. 

Shackleton decided on a new target, he 

wanted to walk across Antarctica from one 

side to the other crossing the South Pole in 

the middle. Disaster struck when his ship, 

Endurance, was trapped in the ice. They 

spent 281 days on board waiting for the ice 

to break again, but the boat was slowly 

crushed to pieces. Shackleton and his men 

dragged their lifeboats over many miles of 

snow and ice to reach sea. They set sail in 

the lifeboats and eventually reached 

Elephant Island. 

- Story Synopsis 

Blue penguin 

Blue Penguin feels like a 

penguin, but he looks different 

to the other penguins. “But 

you are not like us!” Said the 

other penguins, and they leave 

him alone. Poor Blue Penguin! 

Will he be able to convince the 

other penguins he is just like 

them? 

Timeline of Shackleton 

Map of the world. 

1874 1922 

They are 

eventually 

rescued. He was born. In 

Ireland. 

His family 

moved to 

London 

1884 1890 

He joined 

the 

merchant 

navy. 

1901 1907 

He first goes 

to Antarctica. 

He got very 

unwell a year 

later. 

1914 

He leads an 

expedition to 

Antarctica on 

the ship 

Nimrod. 

1915 

He goes to 

Antarctica 

again on 

the ship 

Endurance. 

The ship got 

stuck in sea 

ice. Due to 

damage they 

abandoned the 

ship 

1916 

He died. 
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Key Vocabulary  

Shackleton vocabulary: 

Rations - having a limited amount of 
food or supplies for each person. 
 
Depot – a place where supplies are stored. 

Compass  - a compass is an instrumen that 
you use for finding  directions. 
 
Capsize - a boat turns upside down in 
 the water. 

Frost bite – when parts of the body gets 

damaged due to being very cold. 

Blizzard – a very heavy snowstorm with strong 

winds. 

Endurance – the name of Shackleton’s ship 

that got stuck in the ice. 

Science vocabulary: 

1. Food chains - a series of organisms each 
dependent on the next as a source of food. 

1.  
2. Habitat -the natural home or environment of 

an animal, plant, or other organism. 
 

Adaptations - an adaptation is a special skill 

which helps an animal to survive and do 

everything it needs to do. 

Organism – is any living thing. 

 

 

PSHRE / Growth Mindset 

Food chains: 

 

 Habitats: 
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